ing  in  Louisiana  caused  by  Ttopical  Storm  Allison.  A  total  of  14  Mist 
Baptist  child  care  volunteers  served  at  the  center  while  parents  appl 


JACKSON,  Miss.  (Special)  — 
A  new  and  improved 
Worldwide  Web  site  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MBCB)  is  now  open  for 
business  at  www. mbcb.org,  uti¬ 
lizing  the  latest  Internet  tech¬ 
nology  to  provide  significantly 
more  information  in  an  up-to- 
date  and  user-friendly  format. 

William  H.  Perkins  Jr.,  editor 
of  The  Baptist  Record  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  MBCB  committee 
that  designed  the  new  web  site, 
said  the  goal  was  to  craft  a  state- 


Toward  that  purpose,  the 
main  menu  bar  at  the  top  of  the 
home  page  includes  drop¬ 
down  menus  that  list: 

•  the  MBCB  organizational 
chart  (under  "about  us"). 

•  MBCB  events  in  chrono¬ 
logical  order  and  by  event 
name. 

•  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  and  associations. 

•  MBCB  personnel  by  title 
and  name. 

•  information  on  the  three 
MBCB  camps  and  conference 


Details  President  Jesse 
Palmer  is  a  graduate  of 
Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  and  a  former 
church  staffer.  His  company 
has  provided  web  site  services 
for  a  number  of  Southern 
Baptist  entities,  including  First 
Church,  Jackson;  Bellevue 
Church,  Memphis;  and 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources. 

Palmer  said  the  MBCB  web 
site  presented  a  first-of-its-kind 
challenge  for  the  company's  E- 
zekiel  technology,  and  many 


of-the-art  site  that  would  maxi¬ 
mize  users'  time  —  whether  the 
user  is  a  Mississippi  Baptist 
familiar  with  MBCB  programs 
or  an  unsaved  person  anywhere 
in  the  world  who  is  searching 
for  the  Gospel  message. 

"Internet  users  are  famous 
for  their  short  attention  span.  If 
a  page  doesn't  load  in  a  few 
seconds,  they're  off  to  another 
site.  We  wanted  the  MBCB  site 
to  be  fast  and  informative 
regardless  of  the  user's  techni¬ 
cal  expertise  or  spiritual  situa¬ 
tion,  and  I  believe  we've 
accomplished  those  bench¬ 
marks,  Perkins  said. 

The  site's  home  page  includes 
sections  entitled:  How  do  I 
becQjne  a  Christian?,  Pray  for 
me,  and  How  can  I  get  involved? 

"We  want  persons  who  are 
unfamiliar  with  the  Christian 
faith  to  visit  the  web  site  and  see 
that  Mississippi  Baptists  care 
about  their  salvation;  want  to 
pray  for  diem  in  their  hour  of 
need;  and  would  like  for  diem 
to  become  involved  in  Kingdom 
work,"  Perkins  explained. 

The  web  site  is  also  designed 
to  allow  Mississippi  Baptist  pas¬ 
tors,  church  staffers,  and  laypeo- 
ple  to  quickly  locate  the  informa¬ 
tion  they  are  seeking  on  a  partic¬ 
ular  MBCB  program  or  event 

"While  it  is  very  important 
to  make  the  web  site  accessible 
to  lost  people  who  are  seeking 
the  Gospel,  we  also  wanted  die 
web  site  to  be,  as  useful  qs 
sible  to ' 


centers:  Gulfshore  Assembly  in 
Pass  Christian,  Camp  Garaywa 
in  Clinton,  and  Central  Hills 
Retreat  near  Koscuisko. 

•  MBCB  departments. 

•  a  web  site  map. 

In  addition,  the  home  page 
features  news  of  interest  to  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptists 
and  Duttons  that 
will  take  viewers 
to  local  church 
highlights  and  the 
weekly  Directions 
column  written  by 
MBCB  executive 
director-treasurer 
Jim  Futral. 

"The  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  web 
site  does  not 
replace  the  tele¬ 
phone,  mail,  or 
personal  relation¬ 
ships.  It  does  pro¬ 
vide  information, 
inspiration,  and 
interaction  that 
can  be  beneficial  to 
folks  all  across  the 
state  and  beyond," 
said  Futral.  'Take 
a  few  minutes  and 
come  for  a  visit." 

The  web  site  is 
powered  by  E- 
zekiel,  a  proprietary 
software  system  by 
Details  Communi¬ 
cations,  Inc.,  of 


hours  of  computer  code  writing 
went  into  the  project. 

"TTie  Internet  is  die  greatest 


tool  and  technology  for  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  since  the 
invention  of  the  printing  press. 
It  will  be  absolutely  amazing  to 
watch  how  churches  and 


Christians  will  embrace  the 
Internet  over  the  next  five 
years,"  Palmer  said. 

"The  complexity  and  func¬ 
tionality  of  the  MBCB  web  site, 
both  the  public  side  and  the 
administrative  side,  have 
allowed  us  to  show  just  how 
versatile  and  robust  the  E- 
zekiel  technology  is.  Even 
more  exciting  is  mat  the  MBCB 
staff  actually  set  up  and  will 
manage  the  Web  site  them¬ 
selves,"  he  added. 

Barri  A.  Shirley,  MBCB  asso¬ 
ciate  executive  director  for 
business  services,  said  future 
plans  for  the  web  site  include 
real-time  broadcasts  of  MBCB 
events  such  as  the  convention's 
annual  meeting  each  fall, 
overnight  updates  on  MBCB- 
sponsored  mission  trips  around 
me  world,  and  on-line  registra¬ 
tion/fee  payment  for  MBCB 
events. 

"This  new  web  site  is  a  great 
leap  forward  for  Mississippi 
Baptists.  I  believe  we  are  perfect¬ 
ly  positioned  now  to  harness  die 
explosive  potential  of  the 
Internet  to  accomplish  our  mis¬ 
sion  of  helping  to  bring 
Mississippi  and  me  world  to 
Jesus,"  Shirley  said. 


Miss.  Baptists  respond  to  flood 


Mae  Hardin  (right),  a  member  of  First  Church,  Winona,  entertains  an 
unidentified  infant  at  the  Red  Cross  Service  Center  in  Baton  Rouge  after  the 
emergency  child  care  unit  of  die  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Unit  was 


disaster  assistance.  (BR  special  photo) 
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few  da\ 

brate  tne  225th  anruve 
founding  of  the  Unite 
America  —  to  our  way  of  thinking  the 
greatest  nation  that  ever  existed.  As  we 
approach  July  4, 2001,  it  would  behoove  us 
(as  it  does  every  year)  to  pause  long 
enough  from  the  pomp  and  pageantry  to 
reflect  on  God's  manifold  blessings  to  our 
incredible  country. 

The  first  thought  that  comes  to  this 
writer's  mind  is  the  fact  that  American 
Christians  have  for  225  years  been  a  rare 
exception  to  the  norm  when  it  comes  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  world  has  treat¬ 
ed  believers  for  the  past  2000  years. 

The  usual  fate  or  Christians  at  the 
hands  of  the  world  has  been  persecu¬ 
tion,  tragedy,  and  martyrdom.  Such 
was  the  fate  of  some  of  our  Baptist 
forebears  even  in  this  country. 

For  hundreds  of  years,  feeding 
Christian  men,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren  to  wild  animals  was  consid¬ 
ered  a  warm-up  act  to  the  gladiator 
battles  in  the  vast  stadia  that  dotted 
the  Roman  Empire  from  end  to  end. 

Pogroms  over  two  millennia 
claimed  the  lives  of  an  uncountable 
number  of  Christians,  who  were 
accused  of  everything  from  eating 
village  children  to  starting  the  fire 
that  destroyed  Neronian  Rome. 

As  Heb.  11  relates,  Christians  have  been 
flogged,  placed  in  chains  and  thrown  in 
prison,  stoned,  sawed  into  pieces,  and  put 
to  the  sword.  Destitute,  persecuted,  and 
mistreated,  Christians  have  been  forced  to 
wander  the  earth's  deserts  and  live  in  holes 
in  the  ground. 

Even  today,  Christians  stand  out  as  one 
of  the  most  persecuted  religious  groups  on 
the  planet.  In  Sudan,  Christian  parents  are 
put  to  death  before  the  eyes  of  their  chil¬ 
dren,  who  are  then  sold  in  the  well-estab¬ 
lished  slave  markets  of  the  country. 

On  the  Indonesian  island  of  Ambon, 
Christians  are  being  driven  into  the  sea  by 
Muslim  warriors  imported  from  other 
parts  of  the  country.  Tnousands  and  thou¬ 


sands  of  Ambon 
believers  have  sim¬ 
ply  disappeared, 
and  many  more 
have  been  forced  at 
gunpoint  to  con¬ 
vert  to  Islam. 

All  in  all, 

Christians  have 
had  a  hard  way  to 
go  for  virtually  the 
entire  existence  of 
the  faith.  Not  so 
with  American 
Christians,  howev¬ 
er,  who  assemble 
and  worship  in 
freedom  absent  the 
threat  of  physical 
violence  and  death. 

God  has  also 
entrusted  us  with 
the  resources  to 
reach  the  world  for 
Christ  —  the 
money  and  materi¬ 
als  to  get  the  job 
done  —  and  to 
whom  much  is 
given  in  this  regard, 
much  should  be 
expected  in  return. 

The  second 
thought  that  comes 
to  mind  is  the  awe¬ 
some  sacrifice  of 
lives  that  has  been 
required  to  keep  this  country  free.  We  must 
never  forget  the  gift  of  liberty  granted  to  us 
by  those  who  died  on  battlefields  spanning 
the  globe,  so  that  we  and  many  other  coun¬ 
tries  could  be  free  of  tyranny. 

The  men  and  women  who  today  com¬ 
pose  our  armed  forces  are  just  as  willing  to 
defend  our  freedoms.  They  should  be  an 
important  part  of  our  daily  prayers. 

Thanks  largely  to  those  who  have  will¬ 
ingly  laid  down  their  lives  for  this  country 
—  and  those  who  are  willing  to  do  so  even 
today  —  there  is  no  power  on  earth  that 


can  stop  American  Christians  from  band¬ 
ing  together  to  bring  Mississippi  and  die 
world  to  Jesus. 

May  it  always  be  so.  America  has  its 
share  of  problems  and,  in  terms  of  the  cul¬ 
ture,  often  seems  hopelessly  hedonistic. 
However,  that  doesn't  mean  tnat  American 
Christians  should  ever  lose  their  focus  on 
the  Great  Commission  (Matt.  28:18-20). 

We  have  been  given  our  mission,  and 
may  we  be  found  faithful  in  fulfilling  it. 
May  it  always  be  so. 

God  bless  America  the  Incredible. 


Tn  that  hallowed  tradition  of 
x  mothers  and  fathers  sending 
their  young  sons  off  to  stand  in 
harm's  way,  our  son  Jeremy — our 
firstborn  —  left  his  home  on 
Sunday,  June  24,  headed  for  boot 
camp  m  San  Diego. 

Fritting  feet  on  a  decision  he 
made  some  months  ago  before 
his  high  school  graduation, 
Jeremy  has  entered  the  United 
States  Marine  Corps.  If  all  goes 
well,  in  about  thirteen  weeks 
the  Corps  will  have  made  a  new 
Marine:  a  leatherneck,  a  devil 
dog,  a  jarhead. 

You've  got  to  love  those 
Marine  nicknames. 

My  wife  Teresa  and  I  have 
been  emotionally  wracked  by  all 
this,  which  I  suppose  is  proper 
and  the  way  it  should  be.  Jeremy 
has  been  a  ioy  for  us,  and  we 
send  him  oft  with  a  bizarre  mix 
of  unequaled  pride  and  unparel- 
leled  neartacne.  He'll  be  fine, 
and  we'll  be  fine,  too. 

On  November  10,  1775,  die 
Continental  Congress  meeting 
in  Philadelphia  passed  a  resolu¬ 
tion  stating  that  "two  Battalions 
of  Marines  be  raised"  for  service 
as  landing  forces  with  die  fleet. 

This  resolution  established 
the  Continental  Marines  and 
marked  the  birth  date  of  the 


In  My  View: 


This  July  4,  another 
hero  is  born 

By  Tony  Martin,  Associate  Editor 
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United  States  Marine  Coi 
What  a  rich  heritage!  "From  tne 
halls  of  Montezuma  to  the 
shores  of  Tripoli,"  the  Marine 
Corps  has  been  always  faithful 
—  semper  fidelis  —  to  look  out 
for  our  country's  welfare. 

Whether  it  be  the  Marine 
Corps,  the  Army,  the  Navy,  the 
Air  Force,  or  the  Coast  Guard, 
our  armed  services  stand  ready 
to  protect. 

The  world  is  at  relative 

Cjace  these  days,  and  the 
nited  States  is  not  embroiled 
in  any  real  global  conflict.  Of 
course,  our  freedoms  were 
secured  on  July  4, 1776. 

For  the  last  225  years,  roui 
men  (and,  more  recently, 
women)  in  their  military  uni¬ 
forms  have  kept  watch  us- 


Rht, 

less 
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in  the  dark  hours  of  the  ni; 
and  because  of  their  tireless 
vigilance  we  continue  to  hold 
these  liberties. 

God  forbid  that  we  take  these 
liberties  for  granted!  How  prone 
we  are  to  lay  our  heads  on  our 
pillows  each  evening,  tucking 
the  covers  around  our  chins, 
with  no  thought  of  why  we  are 
able  to  sleep  in  peace. 

Our  forefathers  drew  the 
proverbial  line  in  die  sand  on 
what  we  now  call  Independence 
Day,  separating  ourselves  from 
die  tyranny  of  foreign  despots, 
and  to  this  day  we  nallow  the 
memory  of  what  they  did  for  us. 

Revisionist  history  aside,  I  am 
persuaded  that  they  were  moti¬ 
vated  by  divine  mandate. 
Thomas  Jefferson,  author  of  that 


recious  document  signed  July  4, 
776,  wrote  the  following  in  1/81: 
" God  who  gave  us  life  gave  us  liber¬ 
ty.  And  can  the  liberties  of  a  nation 
be  thought  secure  when  we  have 
removed  their  only  firm  basis,  a  con¬ 
viction  in  the  minds  of  the  people  that 
these  liberties  are  the  Gift  cf  God ?  . . . 
Indeed,  I  tremble  for  my  country 
when  1  reflect  that  God  is  just;  that 
His  justice  cannot  sleep  forever." 

As  the  Marines  and  the  other 
service  branches  protect  us,  so 
should  we  be  just  as  vigilant  in 
protecting  our  families  and  our 

History  shows  that  there  are 
foreign  interests  who  would 
like  nothing  better  than  to  see 
the  United  States  falter  and 
crumble,  and  there  is  a  spiritual 
adversary  who  in  like  fashion 
wants  to  see  our  homes  and 
churches  destroyed. 

So  we  keep  watch.  We  stay  at 
our  posts.  We  zealously  guard 
ourselves  against  the  enemy. 

Jeremy  will  finish  his  train¬ 
ing  and  have  a  few  days  at 
home  with  us  before  moving  on 
to  his  permanent  duty  post.  He 
is,  and  will  alwayg  be,  my  son. 

I  sure  do  love  him.  Now, 
though,  our  relationship  will  be 
subtly  different.  Not  only  is  he 
my  son,  hfe  is  now  also  myhero. 
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Dobson:  Christians  must  focus  on  the 


NEW  ORLEANS  (Editor's 
Network)  —  As  America's  tra¬ 
ditional  families  continue  dis¬ 
integrating,  Christians  must 
continue  to  work  to  protect 


God's  plan  for  marriage  and  sion  of  the  SBC  annual  meeting  "Boys,  because  of  their 
child  development,  James  in  New  Orleans,  the  founder  of  nature  and  testosterone  and  all 

Dobson  told  the  Southern  Focus  on  the  Family  encour-  that  makes  up  what  a  boy  is,  are 

Baptist  Convention  June  13.  aged  Baptists  both  to  work  to  more  likely  to  get  in  difficulty 

Speaking  to  the  closing  ses-  preserve  the  institution  of  the  when  there's  chaos  in  a  family," 

family  and  to  safeguard  their  he  added.  "They  need  stability, 

own  families.  They  need  predictability." 

Dobson  spoke  via  satellite  Dobson  said  boys  also  need 
from  his  office  in  Colorado  male  role  models  to  teach  them 

Springs,  Colo.,  because  his  jet  what  it  means  to  be  a  man. 

rhad  malfunctioned  en  route  to  Boys  are  bom  emotionally 

New  Orleans,  forcing  him  to  attached  to  their  mothers  but 

return  home.  transition  that  attachment  to 

Recently  released  statistics  their  fathers  between  ages  two 

from  the  U.S.  Census  Bureau  and  five,  the  psychologist  said, 
show  the  critical  status  of  "Boys  are  not  bom  knowing 
American  families,  Dobson  said,  what  it  means  to  be  a  boy.  They 

According  to  the  census  statis-  certainly  aren't  bom  knowing 

tics,  during  the  past  10  years:  what  it  means  to  be  a  man... 

•  The  number  of  house-  They  learn  that  from  being 

holds  headed  by  unmarried  around  the  male  role  model, 

partners  increased  72%.  hopefully  a  father." 

•  The  number  of  house-  In  some  cases  when  boys 
holds  headed  by  single  mothers  have  no  male  role  model  to 
increased  25%. 

•  The  number  of  house¬ 
holds  headed  by  single  fathers  ^ 

increased  62%. 

Additionally,  Dobson  said,  • 

figures  state  that  for  the  f 
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census  figures  state  that  tor  the  f 
first  time  in  American  history 
households  with  both  a  mar- 
ried  couple  and  children  in  the 
home  have  fallen  below  25%  of 
all  households. 

"The  family  is  disintegrat-  learn  from,  they  can  attach  back 
ing.  It's  not  just  Christians  or  to  their  mothers  and  potentially 
conservatives  who  are  drawing  develop  homosexual  tenden- 
this  conclusion,"  Dobson  said,  cies,  Dobson  asserted. 

"If  the  family  disintegrates,  "You  hear  often  that  homo- 
then  everything  goes  with  it  sexuality  is  genetic  nature, 
because  our  government,  our  Don't  you  believe  it,"  he  said, 
institutions,  our  way  of  life,  adding  that  there's  not  "a 
everything  sits  on  that  founda-  scrap  of  evidence"  to  docu- 
tion  of  the  family."  ment  that  claim. 

Two  byproducts  of  disinte-  The  disintegration  of  the 
grating  families  are  suffering  family  also  has  the  potential  of 
children  and  declining  family  yielding  entire  generations  of 
evangelism,  he  said.  families  that  don't  know  about 

Dobson  said  the  chaos  and  Christ,  Dobson  said, 
unpredictability  of  a  failing  "The  soil  in  which  the  seed 
family  affects  boys  more  harsh-  of  the  Gospel  is  planted  will 
ly  than  girls.  turn  acidic  if  there  are  no  fami- 

He  said  he  recently  complet-  lies,"  he  pointed  out. 
ed  a  book  titled  "Bringing  Up  Dobson  noted  that 
Boys."  Among  his  findings  researcher  George  Bama  has 
were  that  boys  are  three  times  stated  that  people  who  have 
more  likely  than  girls  to  be  on  not  committed  to  the  Christian 
drugs,  five  times  more  likely  to  faith  by  age  18  have  only  a  six 
commit  suicide,  and  12  times  percent  cnance  of  becoming 
more  likely  to  commit  murder.  Christians. 

"Why  are  boys  in  such  trou-  "The  family  is  the  greatest 
ble?  The  reason  is  because  of  vehicle  ever  devised  for  trans- 
the  breakup  of  family,"  mitting  the  value  system  to  the 
Dobson  declared.  next  generation,"  Dobson  said. 


Published  Since  1877 


LONG  DISTANCE  —  James  Dobson,  founder  and  president  of 
Focus  on  the  Family  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  addresses  messen¬ 
gers  to  the  1 44th  annual  national  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  via  satellite  uplink.  Dobson  was  scheduled  to  appear 
live  but  instead  spoke  via  satellite  when  mechanical  problems 
forced  his  plane  to  make  an  emergency  landing  back  in  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.  (Photo  by  Gibbs  Frazeur) 


James  T.  Draper,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Euless,  Texas,  is  nominated  to 
become  the  eighth  president  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  in 
Nashville.  If  elected,  he  will  succeed  Lloyd  Elder,  who  has  been  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  publishing  house  since  1984. 


For  the  fourth  consecutive  year,  messengers  to  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  vote  to  reaffirm  the  convention's  1963 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message  statement  that  declares  that  the  Bible  is  "truth 
without  any  mixture  of  error." 


In  his  report  on  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  Baptist  Record  editor  A.  L.  Goodrich  writes,  "As  usuai  too 
much  time  was  wasted  with  addresses  of  welcome.*  The  only  time  jhe 
auditorium  [in  San  Francisco)  was  filled  was  when  Billy  Graham  spoke." 
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Gulfshore  swamped  by  tropical  storm  deluge 


By  Sheri  Pape,  intern 

Gulfshore  Assembly _ 

In  the  early  morning  hours 
of  June  11,  Tropical  Storm 
Allison  crossed  the  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast. 


was  conducting  the  fourth  of  six 
summer  youth  camps  at 
Gulfshore. 

Five  hundred  guests  were  in 
attendance  when  the  storm  hit 
Pass  Christian. 

Around  3:30  a.m.,  the 


SPLISH  SPLASH  — Tropical 
Storm  Allison  surprised  staff 
and  guests  at  Gulfshore 
Assembly  in  Pass  Christian  on 
June  11,  with  8.3  inches  of 
rain  and  30  miles  per  hour 
wind  gusts.  Water  backed  up 
to  the  the  assembly's  main 
building  when  pumps  were 
overwhelmed  by  the  deluge. 
(Photo  by  Sheri  Pape) 


Gulfshore  Assembly,  a 
retreat  facility  in  Pass  Christian 
owned  and  operated  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MBCB),  experienced  the 
remnants  of  the  powerful  storm 
with  8.3  inches  of  rain  and  wind 
gusts  up  to  30  miles  per  hour. 

As  messengers  gathering  for 
the  144th  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  just 
down  the  road  in  New  Orleans 
weathered  Allison's  heavy  rain¬ 
fall  and  strong  winds,  the  MBCB 


Gulfshore  security  guard  noti¬ 
fied  summer  support  staffers 
Kelly  Wheat  and  Paul 
Chrestman  of  rising  water  on 
the  south  side  of  the  property. 
The  rate  of  rainfall  was  exceed¬ 
ing  pump  capacity,  endanger¬ 
ing  a  number  of  church  vans. 

Gulfshore  is  equipped  with 
pumps  to  drain  water  from  the 
property,  which  lies  below  sea 
level.  Because  so  much  rain  fell 
in  a  short  period  of  time,  the 
pumps  became  overloaded. 


Also,  due  to  the  loss  of  elec¬ 
trical  power  at  the  assembly, 
the  pumps  were  not  working 
during  the  worst  of  the  storm. 
Power  was  not  fully  restored 
for  approximately  eight  hours. 

"It  was  great  to  see  the  way 
the  staff,  youth  faculty,  and 
church  sponsors  pulled  togeth¬ 
er  to  save  the  cars  from  the  ris¬ 
ing  water,"  said  Wheat. 

Wheat  and  Chrestman, 
along  with  Youth  Week  faculty, 
awakened  owners  of  the  vans 
and  helped  move  the  vehicles 
to  higher  ground. 

While  three  personal  vehi¬ 
cles  were  damaged,  no  damage 
was  sustained  to  the  Gulfshore 
facility  and  property. 

In  spite  of  the  loss  of  electri¬ 
cal  power,  the  kitchen  staff  was 
able  to  prepare  a  hot  breakfast 
for  all  the  attending  guests. 

Many  church  leaders  com¬ 
mented  about  the  effectiveness 
of  the  staff  at  Gulfshore,  and 
their  assistance  in  moving  vehi¬ 
cles,  preparing  and  serving 
breakfast,  and  cleaning  up  the 
grounds  in  order  to  maintain  a 
normal  schedule. 

"Many  of  the  summer  staff 
responded  to  the  call  for  assis¬ 
tance  in  the  early  morning 
hours  and  came  in  to  serve  as 
best  as  they  could,"  said 
Gulfshore  manager  Frank 
Simmons. 

The  regular  staff,  who  live 
off  of  assembly  grounds,  were 
delayed  in  arriving  because  of 
flooded  roads. 


Reid  Vance,  program  direc¬ 
tor  for  the  MBCB  \buth  Weeks 
at  Gulfshore  said,  "We  were 
worried  about  a  panic  setting  in 
with  the  kids,  but  luckily  that 
did  not  happen  and  things  ran 
smoothly." 

Aubrey  Cook,  a  youth  from 
Poplar  Springs  Church, 
Braxton,  rode  out  the  storm  at 
Gulfshore.  "During  the  storm 
I  wasn't  really  worried 
because  I  had  God  in  my 
heart,"  said  Cook. 

Ouida  Kennedy,  an  adult 
sponsor  from  Athens  Church, 
Mendenhall,  commented, 
"Allison  added  a  lot  of  charac¬ 
ter  to  our  trip.  It  was  an  exciting 
and  unique  time  for  us." 

The  power-outage  did  post¬ 
pone  a  few  of  the  morning 
activities  at  the  camp.  Morning 
worship  was  canceled,  and 
classrooms  in  Kelly  Auditorium 
had  to  be  relocated. 

However,  the  regular  cam 
schedule  resumed  by  r 
afternoon. 

When  power  was  restored, 
the  pumps  began  working  and 
the  floodwaters  receded  by 
early  afternoon. 

The  sun  came  out  for  the  first 
time  in  a  week,  and  the  remain¬ 
der  of  June  11  ended  up  being  a 
beautiful  day. 

Tropical  Storm  Allison  was 
unable  to  hinder  the  youth 
camp  —  there  were  59  decisions 
for  Christ  during  the  week. 

God  still  moved  in  the  midst 
of  the  storm  - - 


NAMB  commends  heroes  on  'rescue  mission 


.... 


-  ’ 


will  _ 

News  hems  to  be  pul _ 

in  the  issue  of  July  1 2  must  be 
received  in  the  offices  of  the 
newspaper  no  later  than  the 
close  of  business  on  July  5, 
and  advertising  information 
must  be  received  by  June  28. 
The  .staff  of  The  Baptist 
Record  wishes  for  you  and 
your  family  a  happy  celebra¬ 
tion  of  our  nation's  birthday. 


NEW  ORLEANS  (Editor's  Network)  — 
Anybody  can  be  a  hero  —  even  Baptists, 
according  to  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB)  President 
Robert  Reccord. 

During  his  report  June  13  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual 
meeting,  Reccord  challenged 
Baptists  to  abandon  their  fears  and 
"rescue"  the  lost. 

"You  and  I  are  called  on  a  rescue 
mission,"  he  said.  "We  must  go 
though  we  may  not  return.  Whatever 
it  takes.  North  America  is  awash  of 
people  who  are  lost.  Now  they  are 
going  under." 

The  true  heroes  often  are  common 
people,  Reccord  said.  One  such,  he 
explained,  is  Mission  Service  Corps 
volunteer  Sue  Low,  an  elderly  woman 
who  participates  with  prison  ministries 
in  Dallas.  During  her  ministry,  she  has 
witnessed  to  hundreds  of  inmates. 

In  a  testimony.  Low  said  she  never 
has  felt  nervous  about  going  into  pris¬ 
ons.  "Why  should  I  be  (afraid)  when  I 
have  such  a  great  God?"  she  asked. 

More  Baptists  should  be  like  Low, 
Reccord  said. 

"If  Sue  can  go  into  the  jails,  you  can 
go  into  your  communities,"  he  urged. 

'We  have  to  go  now  and  win  the  lost. 


lege  students  are  giving  their  lives  to  Christ 
each  month.  I'm  not  worried  about  our  kids. 


-*\- 

mm 

- 1 

% 

i*  * 

I'm  more  worried  about  their  parents." 
NAMB  recently  assisted  2,400  campuses 
across  the  country  with  starting  FISH 
clubs,  a  strategy  that  helps  students 
talk  to  friends  about  Christ. 

Additionally,  "we've  got  so  many 
college  students  saying  'I  want  to  go' 
that  we  don't  have  the  funds  to  send 
them,"  Reccord  said. 

•  Strategic  Focus  Cities.  Reccord 
said  work  in  NAMB's  Strategic  Focus 
Cities  —  Phoenix  and  Chicago  —  con¬ 
tinues  to  prosper. 

Attendance  numbers  by  participat¬ 
ing  churches  in  Phoenix  are  up  by  21%. 
Baptisms  also  are  up  there  by  47%,  he 
said. 

In  Chicago,  about  100  new  churches 
are  being  started.  During  the  past  two 
years,  baptisms  increased  114%,  and 
Sunday  School  attendance  rose  87% 
among  participating  churches,  he  said. 

•  New  churcn  development. 
NAMB  worked  with  churches  and 
associations  to  help  start  1,658  church¬ 
es  in  2000  and  1,747  churches  in  1999, 
he  said.  Of  those,  55%  were  African- 
American  or  language  churches. 

•  Mission  funding.  NAMB  has 

missions rip<;  in  fhp  fiolH  Porrmri 

said. 


/  .  *  . 


RFAl  l  IFF  HFPn  n.  ..  .  Sd,u-  The  number  of  missionaries  that 

We  need  more  hVro«,_more~peopie  Rcto  E  Recccx?  receive  all  their  funding  from  the 

with  uncommon  commitment. '  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  of* the  Southern  Baptist  Conventirv?  a^”^  haSjnf£n  ^  43”/o  sin^e  1997' he 
Reccord  gave  illustrations  of  introduces  Mission^^  a3de(f'  and  the  number  of  students 

SHSJrehWNAMBBap,iS‘S  are  d0i"8  wnrcng  as  semester  missionaries  is  up 

•  JtudeM  ministries.  Young  peo-  SfjuH  in  ,  Durin*.1*e  Potation,  Reccord 

ple^not  the  problem,  they  Sethe  ing  a CteSSTSSi  I'S'KS"  “El 

solution,  he  said.  Thousands  of  col-  individuals  to  faith  in  Christ.  (Photriby  Kent  Harville)  :  .  usedby  tocXhurches.  NAMB  '° 
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missionary  pleads  for  Baptists  to  'go' 


not  only  going  to  places  all 
across  the  former  Soviet 
Union,  Eastern  Europe, 
Central  Asia,  they  are  going 
in  record  numbers." 

In  the  last  two  years,  the 
number  of  short-term  volun¬ 
teers  has  increased  from 
20,000  to  more  than  30,000, 
including  more  than  3,500 
college  students  and  almost 
2,000  high  school  students, 
Rankin  said. 

"Record  numbers  of  col¬ 
lege  graduates  are  giving 
two  years  to  the  Journeyman 
program,  more  and  more 
Southern  Baptists  50  years 
and  older  are  offering  them¬ 
selves  for  service  with  the 
Masters  program,  and  the 
number  surrendering  their 


eled  with  his  wife,  Christie, 
on  a  mission  trip  to  North 
Africa  after  being  diag¬ 
nosed  with  terminal  lung 
cancer.  "If  we  don't  go, 
whom  will  we  send  and 
who  will  go  for  us?" 

Beaty  was  one  of  several 
IMB  representatives  who 

shared  testimonies  of  lives  t  i  . . .  . .  __ 

being  changed  on  the  mis-  FINAL  FAREWELL  —  Missionaries  Charles  Beaty  (left)  and  his  wife  Christy  (cen-  lives  for  career  appointment 
sion  field.  Baptists  held  ter)  are  introduced  by  Jerry  Rankin,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  continue  to  grow/  he  said, 
hands  and  prayed  for  Beaty  (SBC)  International  Mission  Board  (IMB),  during  the  annual  IMB  report  to  messen-  Missionaries  also  report- 
before  he  left  the  stage.  gers  attending  the  SBC  in  New  Orleans.  Charles  Beaty  has  been  diagnosed  with  ed  451,000  overseas  bap- 

IMB  President  Jerry  adenocarcinoma  of  the  lung  and  he  could  die  thjs  summer.  His  wife  is  expecting  tisms  in  2000  —  a  24% 

Rankin  said  more  Baptists  their  fourth  child,  already  named  Abigail,  in  July.  (F’hoto  by  Gibbs  Frazeur)  increase  over  the  previous 

must  follow  Beaty's  exam-  - - -  year,  Rankin  said.  Church 

pie.  "What  about  you?"  Rankin  asked  mes-  "Many  going  to  places  we  would  have  starting  movements  continue  to  rise  as 
sengers.  "The  urgency  of  reaching  a  lost  never  imagined,"  he  said.  "The  uttermost  more  than  38,000  additional  mission  con- 

world  has  led  many  others  to  respond."  is  being  reached  as  the  number  of  people  gregations  were  reported,  he  added. 

Last  year,  879  new  missionaries  were  groups  and  strategic  population  segments  Baptists  must  continue  to  commit  to  the 

sent  out  by  the  IMB,  Rankin  reported.  being  impacted  by  your  missionaries  has  mission  field,  Rankin  said. 


to  see  the  sick,  and  sharing  with 
the  lost,  can  get  around  some¬ 
one  with  the  "Got-to"  syn¬ 
drome  and  come  down  with 
the  illness  almost  as  quickly  as 
the  snap  of  a  finger. 

I'm  telling  you,  it's  incredi¬ 
ble!  For  me,  at  least  related  to 
writing  my  article  for 
Directions  each  week,  I  still 
see  it  as  a  wonderful  "Get- to" 

giggles  like  he  is  in  his  twen-  you  have  something  to  say  tag  on  something  when  they  experience  rather  than  a 

ties?  It  seems  to  me  that  the  instead  of  writing  because  you  are  unsure  of  the  diagnosis  ana  "Got-to." 

spirit  of  a  person  wears  down  have  to  write."  therefore  unsure  as  to  how  to  What  a  privilege  of  being 

slower  than  the  body  does.  I  thanked  him  again  and  just  treat  it  —  but  yet  need  to  do  able  to  go  into  the  homes  of 

As  we  visited,  Hensley  said  sat  there  thinking  about  his  something.  1  Mississippi  Baptists  with  a 

to  me,  "I  enjoy  reading  your  words.  It  is  true,  I  do  not  have  to  In  church  life,  I  have  word  of  encouragement,  a  note 
article  each  week."  Somewhat  write,  buLxather  I  get  to  write.  observed  that  all  of  us  are  sus-  of  inspirational  information,  or 
surprised,  I  simply  said,  "Well,  It  seems  so  easy  to  get  the  ceptible  to  the  "Got-to"  syn-  a  devotional  thought, 

thank  you!"  and  wondered  "Got-to"  syndrome.  1m  not  drome.  It's  hard  to  figure  out  I  rarely  lack  for  topics  which 

what  might  be  coming  next.  sure  what  kind  of  disease  this  how  some  of  us  catch  it.  Often  I  could  write  about  —  wonder- 
I  have  known  some  90-year-  is,  but  I  have  seen  it  attack  folks  we  are  infected  by  it,  and  even  ful  people,  wonderful  church- 

old  people  who  had  very  little  —  sometimes,  me!  say  that  we  are,  out  don't  pay  es,  and  wonderful  things  that 

restraint  about  what  they  Just  my  simple,  non-profes-  much  attention  to  it.  God  is  doing, 

thought  or  said,  but  Hensley  sional  evaluation  of  a  syn-  Anybody  can  get  it.  I've  Besides  that,  there  are  so 
went  on  to  say,  "You  write  like  drome  is  that  it  is  what  doctors  heard  deacons  say  they've  got  many  of  you  who  write,  e- 

to  go  to  a  meeting,  or  got  to  take  mail,  call,  or  see  me  and  say, 
care  of  something  in  church  "Why  don't  you  write  an  arti- 
life.  The  preacher  says  he  has  cle  on..." 

■got  to  Sometimes  I  do  just  that,  but 

ng,  or  it  doesn't  make  it  into  The 
Baptist  Record  because  there 
vegot  are  too  many  other  articles 
inaay  waiting  to  be  used, 
rave  a  Sometimes  I  do  not  write  an 
got  to  article  on  a  topic  requested 
•ning.  because  I  cannot  get  it  put 
es  we  together  in  a  way  mat  maxes 
nd  at  any  sense  to  me  or  shares  any 
ave  a  light  with  anyone  else, 
e.  I  even  work  at  it  to  the  point 

with  that  I  am  on  the  verge  of  the 
that  it  "Got-to"  syndrome  and  then  I 
it  can  back  away. 

With  all  the  other  things  that 
com-  may  affect  my  good  health  and 
in  the  mental  stability^  don't  need  to 
going  catch  the  "Got-to"  syndrome. 


The  "Got-To"  Syndrome 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Country  Woods  Baptist  Church 


presents  ^ 

Byram's  4th  of  July  Celebration  ^  ^ 

of  Sod  and  Country  WZh, 

Wednesday,  July  4,  2001 
Activities  begin  at  noon  f y 
Fireworks  at  9:15  p.m.  (  1 

.i  Come  for  food,  games,  and  music 

Country  Woods  Baptist  Church 
6737  Siwell  Road 

*'  'AwSfitBSSm  For  Information  Call: 


choir,  serving  the 
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Romania  trip 
planned  for 
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Kitchings,  pastor  of 
Morrison  Heights 

Church,  Clinton. 

Worship  leader  is 
Richard  Joiner  of 
Mississippi  College. 
Steve  Potts  is  pastor. 

Marvelous 
Mondays  will  be 
offered  at  First  Church, 
Pearl,  during  the 
month  of  July,  begin¬ 
ning  at  7  p.m.  The  ser¬ 
vices  will  include  a 
concert  by  the  chil-1 
dren's  choirs,  July  2; 


Older  Mission  Friends  of  First  Church,  Pascagoula 


GAs  of  First  Church,  Grenada 


Charles  Warren  "Charlie" 
Home^  89,  of  Alpharetta,  Ga., 
formerly  of  Jackson,  died  at  his 
home  on  June  3.  He  previously 
«?rved  as  the  state  director  of 
the  Baptist  Student  Union  of 
Mississippi  and  a  professor  of 
English  and  dean  of  men  at 
Mississippi  College  (MC). 
Horner  is  survived  by  his  wife 
of  55  years,  the  former  Eva  Lois 
Davis  of  Jackson;  children,  Janet 
Brown  of  Alpharetta,  Ga.,  and 
Davis  Warren  Matheson  Homer 
of  Greenville,  S.  C.;  and  four 
grandchildren.  Memorials  may 
be  made  to  First  Baptist  Church 
P.O.  Box  250,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 

cLJ°  the  Chester  E.  Swor 
Student  Foundation  Trust 
Mij^ssippi  College,  P.O.  Box 
4005,  Clinton,  MS  39058. 

Stephen  C.  Reynolds,  presi¬ 
dent  and  CEO  of  Baptist 
Memorial  Health  Care  Corp., 
Memphis,  Term.,  recently  was 
ei^fedto  the  board  of  directors 
ot  VHA  Inc.,  a  nationwide  net¬ 
work  of  more  than  2,100  leading 
community-owned  health  care 
organizations  and  their  affiliat- 

Transporrcrrjon  South,  Inc.  - - — r 

■The  Church  Bus  Company 

1-800-367-9463 
1-205-663-2287 
*  )2-49  passengers 
*  CDL  and  non-CDL 
*  We  buy  used  buses 

_ lsportatipnsouth.com 


GAs  of  First  Church,  Pascagoula 


and  is  a 
Fellow  in  the 
American 


Reynolds 

University 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 


Brentwood,  TN  ♦  Since  1953 

ChurchBuses  ♦  Vans  ♦  New  &  Used 

We  buy  used  buses 

LifeWay  Discount 


(800)  370-6180 


02  to  47  passengers,  New  i  fWi  WWW'CBrp©ntBftHI8.COm 
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Revival  dates 


Concord,  Pelahatchie:  July 
8-11;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
6:45  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Jimmy  Porter,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board, 
evangelist;  James  Stansburg, 
music;  Billy  McKay,  pastor. 

Hebron,  Smithdale:  July  8- 
1 3;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.;  Mon.- 
Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Randall  Creel, 
Lake,  evangelist;  Clay 
Campbell,  Smithdale,  music; 
Rob  Westbrook,  pastor. 

South  28th  Avenue, 
Hattiesburg:  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  7 
p.m.;  Luther  Price,  North 
Carolina,  evangelist;  David 
Carney,  South  28th  Church, 
music;  Leonard  Walters,  pastor. 


Damascus 
Church,  Flora, 
recently  held  its  sec¬ 
ond  annual  awards 
banquet  honoring  all 
youtn  mission  classes 
for  their  hard  work 
throughout  the  year 
in  missions  and  out¬ 
reach  projects  both 
within  the  communi¬ 
ty  and  abroad.  "We 
are  so  excited  about 
our  youth  missions 
program.  We  started 
it  2  years  ago  with 
approximately  30 


Mississippi  will  be  conducting  ally  —  enabling  the  women  m 
a  mentor  training  workshop  need  to  gain  skills  for  employ- 
August  3-4  at  Calvary  Church,  ment  and  life.  CWJC  mentor- 
Jackson.  CWJC  of  Central  ships,  which  are  for  a  period  of 
Mississippi  seeks  to  provide  a  one  year,  help  women  discover 
Christian  context  in  which  ways  to  meet  their  own  needs 
women  in  need  are  equipped  while  providing  a  Christian 

witness  for 


Christian 
women 
interested  in 
serving  as 
mentors  and 
attending 
the  work¬ 
shop  should 
contact 
[Donna 
Foster  at 
(601)  924- 

4323,  or 
Charlotta 
McGee  at 
(601)  352- 

0184. 


Big  Level,  Wiggins:  July  9- 
13;  8:30  a.m.-noon;  children 
age  four  through  sixth  grade. 

Highland  Church,  Natchez, 

had  an  average  of  120  chil¬ 
dren  in  attendance  each  day  in 
addition  to  the  average  of  20 
to  25  workers  and  teachers  at 
Vacation  Bible  School,  June 
11-17.  Stephanie  McCall  was 
director.  David  McGuffee  is 
pastor. 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 
Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


RAs  of  Damascus  Church,  Flora 


Junior  Acteens  of  Damascus  Church,  Flora 


Senior  Acteens  of  Damascus  Church,  Flora 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


REACHING  WYOMING 

Editor: 

I  have  pastored  United 
Church  of  Riverton,  Wyo.,  for 
five  years.  During  this  time  it 
has  been  my  privilege  to  work 
with  several  churches,  associa¬ 
tions,  and  individuals  who 
have  felt  led  to  serve  God 
through  short-term  missions  in 


United  Church  has  several 
needs  you  may  be  able  to  help 
with.  If  you  would  like  to  know 
more  about  mission  opportuni¬ 
ties  in  Riverton,  please  contact 
me.  We  are  always  interested  in 
having  new  partners  in  min¬ 
istry.  Prayerfully  consider  what 
your  role  in  God's  work  in 
Wyoming  may  be,  then  call  me 
at  (307)  856-4410  or  email  me  at 
dwbascue@hotmail.com. 
Together  we  can  work  to  reach 
the  people  in  Wyoming  for 
Christ.  Thank  you. 

Dale  Bascue,  pastor 
United  Baptist  Church 
Riverton,  WY 

NOT  QUALIFIED? 

Editor: 

It  really  didn't  sink  in  until  I 
returned  from  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC).  I  real¬ 
ize  now  the  significance  of  the 
criteria  for  selecting  persons  to 
serve  in  the  SBC  by  the 
Committee  on  Committees.  In 
addition  to  participation  in  tine 
Cooperative  Program  (CP)  one 
must  now  endorse  the  2000 
Baptist  Faith  &  Message  (BFM) 
to  be  considered. 

It  is  possible  to  affirm  the 
inerrancy  of  Scripture  and  not 
want  to  endorse  the  BFM. 
Unfortunately,  you  will  not  be 

aualified  to  serve  in  our 
enominational  network.  Your 
CP  monies  will  be  accepted  but 
you  will  be  excluded  from  ser¬ 
vice  on  the  very  committees, 
boards,  and  agencies  that  uti¬ 
lize  those  funds.  Thanks  to  our 
new  BFM,  we  now  have  an 
"instrument  of  doctrinal 
accountability."  That  means  it's 
now  possible  to  fail  the  test  for 
being  Baptist. 

I  hope  I  heard  incorrectly  at 
the  SBC,  but  I  don't  think  so. 
I'm  reminded  of  the  colonists 


PASTOR  TO  DEAF  CHURCH.  Woodland 
Hills  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a  part- 
time  or  bivocational  pastor  for  our  deaf 
congregation.  Please  send  resume  or  rec¬ 
ommendations  to:  Rev.  Ty  Pigott, 
Woodland  Hills  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box 

4227,  jackson,  MS  39296. _ _ 

PART-TIME  PIANIST  NEEDED  &  part-time 
youth/children's  minister  needed.  Please 
send  resume  to  Hurley  Baptist  Church,  P.O. 

Box  395,  Hurley,  MS  39555. _ 

CHILDHOOD  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR 
needed.  Please  send  resume  to  Morrison 
Heights  Baptist  Church,  201  Morrison 
Drive,  Clinton,  MS  39056  or  fax  to  (601 ) 
924-5622,  ATTN:  Jennifer. 

PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for 
Deerfield  Church,  P.O.  Box  973, 
Madison,  MS  39130;  (601)  856-5959  or 

fax:  (601)898-1 874.  _ 

RT-TIME  MINISTER  Of  MUSIC, 
Panola  County.  Send  resume  to:  Search 


who  cried  "taxation  without 
representation."  We  know  what 
they  did  about  it.  I  guess  I'm 
just  struggling  about  the  SBC's 
willingness  to  accept  my 
money  but  not  my  voice. 

Some  may  say  I've  been 
influenced  by  the  "dangerous 
individualism"  that's  sweeping 
our  denomination  or  been 
"duped"  by  neo-orthodox 
thinking.  I  call  it  being  a  Baptist. 
Danny  Chisholm,  pastor 
Central  Church,  Meridian 


THANKS,  MISS.  BAPTISTS 
Editor: 

I  want  to  personally  thank 
everyone  who  has  lifted  me  to 
our  Lord  in  their  prayers  over 
the  past  three  months.  On  April 
4,  I  entered  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center  in  Jackson  in 
order  to  have  my  left  ankle 
fused.  Complications  devel¬ 
oped  and  over  the  following 
weeks,  I  re-entered  on  two 
other  occasions.  I  also  devel¬ 
oped  a  staph  infection  that 
nearly  took  my  life.  I  know  that 
without  the  prayers  of  so  many 
faithful  Christians,  I  would  not 


Pelahatchie  Church,  Rankin 
Association,  has  called  Steve 
Mai  res  as  pastor  effective  May 
20.  He  has  served  as  pastor  in 
Union  and  Jacksonville,  Ala. 
Mayes  is  a  graduate  of  William 
Carey  College  and  the  Beeson 
Divinity  School  in 
Birmingham,  Ala. 

Calvary  Church,  Petal,  has 
called  Terrell  Stringer  as  pastor 
effective  May  27.  A  native  of 
Bassfield, 

Stringer 
received  his 
education  at 
Mississippi 
College  and 
Mid-America 
Seminary.  He  | 

has  served  1 

churches  in 
Mississippi 

for  30  years  Stringer 

and  spent  the 

last  13  years  as  pastor  of  Murphy 
Creek  Church,  Louisville. 


Committee,  First  Baptist  Church,  108 
WestJ.ee  Street,  Sardis,  MS  38666. 
PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for  Salem 
Baptist  Church  (ten  miles  north  of 
Tylertown).  Send  resume  to:  Eldredge  Boyd, 
124  Pittman  Road,  Kokomo,  MS  39643. 
MOUNT  MORIAH  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Bogue  Chitto,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
youth  minister.  Send  resume  to  Mt. 
Moriah  Baptist  Church,  ATTN:  Susan 
Davis  or  Danny  Moss,  814  Marwood 
Loop  S.E.,  Bogue  Chitto,  MS  39629. 
Call  Susan  Davis  at  (601)  734-3915  or 
Danny  Moss  at  (601)  833-8858. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  FULTON  is 
seeking  a  director  of  day  carothildren’s 
minister.  Seminary  degree  with  Early  child¬ 
hood  Education  specialty  preferred;  salary 
and  compensation  commensurate  with 
experience.  Send  resume  to  FBC  Wee  Care, 
P.O.  BOX  4(»,  Fulton,  MS  38843.  Cilt  (667) 
862-3207  or  fax  (662)  862-5793. 


have  made  it  through  that 
experience.  I  want  to  thank 
Wallace  Weatherly  and  Bill 
Causey,  the  two  physicians 
who  worked  so  tirelessly  to 
bring  me  though  this  ordeal.  I 
also  want  to  thank  the  kind 
nursing  staff  on  both  the  third 
and  firth  floors  of  Baptist  who 
were  so  wonderful  in  trying  to 
help  me  through  this  difficult 
time. 

I  continue  to  wear  a  cast  on 
my  left  foot,  but  hopefully,  that 
will  come  off  in  the  next  two 
weeks.  I  just  want  to  rejoice  in 
knowing  that  so  many  personal 
friends  and  even  strangers  lift¬ 
ed  me  to  the  Lord  in  their  daily 
prayers.  Surely,  God  does  heed 
the  prayers  of  the  righteous 
and  my  recovery  is  evidence  of 
that  God  bless  each  of  you! 

Eonny  Robinson,  exec.  dir. 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village 


PRAISE  FOR  PARTNERS 
Editor: 

As  a  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  serving  in  North  Africa 
and  the  Middle  East,  we  are 
writing  once  again  to  thank 


Temple  Church,  Big  Point, 
has  called  Warren 
Langworthy  as  interim  pastor 
effective  May  20.  He  is  a 
native  of  St.  Louis. 

Trinity  Church,  Fulton,  has 
called  Peter  T.  Fairley  as  min¬ 
ister  of  music  and  youth,  effec¬ 
tive  June  3.  Fairley  received 
his  education  at  William  Carey 
College  and  Southern 
Seminary.  His  previous  place 
of  service  was  Kilmichael 
Church.  David  Aultman  is 
pastor  of  Trinity  Church. 

Cowart  Church,  Charleston, 
has  called  Larry  W.  Yarber  as 


Mississippians  for  their  contin¬ 
ued  support  of  our  ministry. 
Several  Mississippi  churches 
have  stepped  forth  to  become 
full  partners  in  bringing  the 
Gospel  to  our  people  group.  We 

[>raise  our  Father  for  partners 
ike  you. 

We  would  like  to  say  thank 
you  to  the  Mississippi 
Macedonian  Call  Foundation, 
who  have  been  partners  in  pro¬ 
viding  transportation  to 
Mississippi  missionaries  who 
are  home  on  stateside  assign¬ 
ment.  This  organization  acts  as 
a  bridge  between  Mississippi 
Baptists  who  have  donated 
used  cars  to  missions,  and  the 
missionaries  who  sometimes 
must  find  reliable  and  econom¬ 
ical  transportation  during  their 
short  times  at  home. 

We  would  ask  that  you  keep 
this  organization  before  your 
readers  as  they  continue  to  seek 
different  ways  of  support  for 
their  missionaries. 

Again,  to  each  and  every  one 
of  you,  thank  you  so  much  for 
joining  us.  We  love  all  of  you. 
Your  co-laborers  in  Christ. 
Bob  and  Bev  (last  name 
withheld  for  security  reasons) 


pastor  effective  June  10.  A 
native  of  Wayne  County,  Yarber 
received  his  education  at 
William  Carey  College.  His  pre¬ 
vious  place  of  service  was 
Antioch  Church,  Covington- 
Jefferson  Davis  Association. 

Temple  Church,  Big  Point, 
has  called  David  Addy  as 
minister  of  youth  effective 
April  8.  A  native  of  Union, 
Addy  received  his  education 
at  Mississippi  State 
University  and  plans  to 
attend  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  His  previous  place 
of  service  was  Harmony 
Church,  Louisville. 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  AL. 

(800)  830-0583.  _ _ _ 

CUSTOM  STAINED  CLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  (800)  605-2970. 
INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED 
CLASS  STUDIO:  Custom  church 
windows.  Columbus  -  toll  free 

(877)  477-1899.  _ 

NORTH  RIPLEY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PARSONAGE  4-bedroom  house  and 
lot.  Mockingbird  Lane,  Ripley,  MS.  Call 

Charles  Hill  (662)  837-7188. _ 

USED  PEWS  FOR  SALE!  Approx  450 
with  upholstered  seats.  $6  per  foot. 
Contact  Paul  Moragne  at  (985)  960- 
1 340  or  e-mail  pmoragne3neosoft.com 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-6617. 
MUSIC/WORSHIP  MINISTER  NEEDED 
for  suburban  SBC  church.  Individual  must 
be  experienced  and  able  to  lead  worship 
and  multi-faceted  choral  and  instrumental 
music  program.  Send  resume  to  Parkway 
Baptist,  1 2465  Olive  Blyd.,  St.  Louis,  MO 
63141  or  e-mail  snorrisGparkwaybap-' 
tist.net.  Call  (314)  434-2310. 


UNIQUE  NEW  FUND  RAISER.  Sell 
charming,  nostalgic  Heirlooms  of 
Tomorrow.  Personalized  Bible  book¬ 
marks.  Free  sample  &  details.  John  D. 
Eagan,  4032  Franklin  Ave.,  New 

Orleans,  LA  70122. _ 

BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  sleeps  six. 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  free  or  5  nights,  6th  and 
7th  free.  Free  coffee,  tea,  and  cocoa. 
$100.00  daily.  Register  for  free  return 
trip.  Accommodates  large  groups.  Call 
early  for  reservations  (662)  746-4632. 
USED  PEWS!  Call  (601)  656-5993  to 
leave  message;  or  call  (601 )  656-7544  or 
(601)  41 6-4448  for  information.  _ 
MULTI-STAFF  CHURCH  WITH  650-800 
in  worship  located  in  the  North 
Kentucky/Greater  Cincinnati  area,  seeks 
experienced  full-time  pastor.  Members 
give  to  CBF  and  SBC  causes.  Accepting 
applications  through  August.  Please  send 
profile  to:  Pastor  Search  Committee, 
Erlanger  Baptist  Church,  116 
Commonwealth  Ave.,  Erlanger,  KY  41 01 8. 
WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6 
to  1 5  passenger  vans,  customized  and 
panel  vans..  D^ily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental-,  Jackson  (601) 
948-3391.  Since  1965. 
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Family  Bible  Study 

When  commitment  crumbles 

John  13:  37-38 

By  Kathy  Mord  Alford 


him  three  times  before 
the  next  sunrise. 

See  here.  I'm  no 
wimp.  I've  stared  death 
in  the  face  and  won.  The 
sea  where  I  fished  never 
bested  me  and  Roman 
soldiers  swerve  when 
they  eyeball  my  breadth. 

I've  taken  care  of 
myself  since  I  was  a  tad¬ 
pole  —  and,  look  at  me 
now.  I'm  a  whale!  How  could  my 
wise  teacher  think  me  afraid  of 


How  I  wish  we  had.  We  meant  I  abandoned  my  identity  in 
to,  but  we  were  tired.  We  fell  Jesus  that  treacherous  night  to 
asleep  and  left  Jesus  to  handle  be  safe,  causing  me  to  be 
his  grief  alone.  unfaithful  to  the  hours-old 

When  the  crowd  came  to  covenant  I  had  made  with  my 
arrest  him,  my  failure  tempted  Lord.  Yet  he  remained  faithful 
me  to  make  amends.  No  one  to  me,  overcoming  the  next 
would  accuse  me  of  denying  day's  unimaginable  death  to 
Jesus  then.  restore  me  to  a  glorious  fellow- 

Instead,  I  tried  to  be  what  ship  with  him. 
you  Baptists  call  a  bold  witness.  I  was  never  myself  after  that 
My  self-styled  wav  was  not  his  —  didn't  want  to  be.  That's  the 
way,  however,  and  gentle  Jesus  powerful  way  he  works:  when 
repaired  the  damage  I  did,  you  belong  to  him,  he  won't  let 
healing  the  servant's  ear  I  had  you  go.  If  you  fail,  he  craves  to 
slashed  off.  return  you  to  his  loving  fellow- 

just  as  he  had  announced,  ship  where  he'll  protect  and 
Jesus  was  leaving.  I  managed  to  perfect  your  true  identity, 
follow  at  a  distance  and  ended  Remember  the  old  Peter? 
up  at  the  high  priest's  court.  Hypocritical,  self-reliant,  and. 
Somehow,  1  would  help  Jesus  though  safe  in  anonymity,  help- 
escape.  less  to  save  Jesus  from  tne 

The  restless  swarm  in  the  cross.  Instead,  Jesus'  uncon- 
courtyard  alarmed  me.  What  querable  love  and  mercy  trans- 
should  I  do?  Keepinga  low  pro-  formed  me  from  self-defeating 
file  seemed  prudent. Three  times  to  self-denying  to  make  me  sat- 
I  was  asked  if  I  was  Jesus'  disci-  isfied  and  complete  in  him. 
pie.  If  they  knew  who  I  was,  I  I  can't  wait  to  see  him  fulfill 
would  never  help  Jesus  get  the  same  mighty  work  in  you. 
away,  so  three  times  I  said  no.  Alford  is  a  member  of  First 

Then  the  cock  crowed.  Church,  McComb. 


easy.  When  you  see  a 
man  who  has  been 
dead  for  four  days  step 
out  of  his  grave,  it's  not 
hard  to  trust  the  one 
who  told  him  to  walk.  When 
you  walk  on  water  without  get¬ 
ting  wet,  it's  easy  to  trust  the  one 
holding  your  hand.  Trusting 
makes  sense  when  you're  with 
Jesus. 

Of  course,  when  Jesus  told  us 
he  was  leaving,  I  expected  him 
to  let  James,  John,  and  me  go 
with  him.  I  couldn't  imagine  life 
without  Jesus.  Willing  to  follow 
this  man  who  personified  life 
itself,  I  even  said  I  would  lay 
^  down  my  life  for  him. 

come  naturally.  Jesus'  voice  reflected 

Jesus  prompted  us  to  love  anguish  when  he  repeated, 
more  ana  without  restraint,  to  "Lay  down  your  life?"  As  if  I 
forgive  freely,  and  to  trust  him.  didn't  comprehend  reality,  he 
The  trusting  part  became  predicted  that  I  would  disown 


Alford 


Hindsight  has  revealed  that 
Jesus  was  teaching  again.  He 
would  go  ahead  ana  prepare  us  a 
place.  While  we  were  waiting  for 
nim  to  take  us  there,  we  would 
not  be  idle.  We  would  learn  to 
live  and  love  as  he  would  — 
with  the  Helper  he  sent  us. 

As  always,  Jesus  rebuked  me 
in  love  and,  though  I  am  a  sen¬ 
sitive  fellow,  I  didn't  fret.  I 
would  simply  have  to  prove 
how  devoted  I  was. 

As  we  went  to  Gethsemane 
that  fateful  night,  Jesus  asked 
us  to  watch  ana  pray  with  him. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Final  real  securil 


Amos  6: 


By  Harold  Simmons _ 

The  attack  by  Japan  on  Pearl 
Harbor  had  a  devastating 
effect  on  the  ability  of  America 
to  make  war.  Mucn  of  our  mil¬ 
itary  equipment  had  been 
destroyed  and  it  would  take 
months  and  years  to  rebuild, 
refurbish,  and  resupply  the 
loss.  Also  the  loss  of  trained 
military  men  and  women 
would  require  months  to  bring 
back  our  fighting  ability. 

America  was  demoralized 
and  stunned  because  of  this 
attack  and  its  resulting  devasta¬ 
tion.  We  were  relying  on  our 
military  ability  to  protect  our¬ 
selves.  Amos  was  trying  to 
warn  Judah  and  Israel  tnat  they 
must  rely  on  a  right  relation¬ 
ship  with  God  for  real  security. 

Faulty  thinking  (vv.  1-7). 


il  secimty 

:l-7, 12-14  1 


Amos  drew  attention 
to  the  faulty  thinking 
of  the  two  kingdoms 
by  exposing  their  evil 
lifestyles.  The  people 
of  Israel  and  Judah  had  shut 
their  eyes  to  their  faults  but 
God  refused  to  cooperate. 

God,  through  Amos, 
brought  into  the  daylight  how 
insecure  they  were.  God  point¬ 
ed  to  three  city-states  (Calneh, 
Hamath,  and  Gath)  that  were 
as  prosperous  and  as  large  as 
Israel.  All  three  had  fallen  to 
Israel.  Their  own  recent  histo¬ 
ry  proved  the  point  that  mate¬ 
rial  greatness  does  not  spell 
security. 

Prosperity  and  wealth  in  and 
of  themselves  are  not  evil. 
Material  things  are  amoral. 
That  is,  they  are  neither  good 
nor  bad. 


The  problems  of 
Israel  were  that  they  had 
gotten  their  wealth  by 
immoral  and  unethical 
practices  and  that  they 
were  relying  on  their 
wealth  ana  material 
things  rather  than  on 
God.  This  is  faulty 
thinking  in  any  age. 
Simmons  God's  evaluation  (w. 

8-11).  In  a  chapel  at 
Knott's  Berry  Farm  in 
California  there  is  a  painting  of 
Christ.  The  unusual  thing 
about  this  painting  is  that  no 
matter  where  you  are  in  the 
chapel,  it  seems  that  the  eyes  of 
Christ  are  directly  on  you. 

The  picture  represents  a 
Biblical  truth.  God  can  see  us 
from  all  angles  and  his  evalua¬ 
tion  is  always  correct.  He  sees 
with  the  eyes  of  righteousness; 
whereas,  our  sight  is  distorted 
by  our  own  pride  and  miscon¬ 
ceptions  about  ourselves. 

Amos  declares  .that  the 
"Lord  God  Almighty"  has 
made  this  evaluation  or  judge¬ 
ment.  In  American  court  life. 


appeals  can  be  made  to  higher 
courts  of  lower  court  rulings. 
We  can  appeal  "all  the  way  up 
to  the  Supreme  Court"  and 
they  have  the  last  word  on  any 
ruling. 

Amos  avows  that  what  he  is 
stating  is  from  the  Supreme 
Supreme  Court.  There  are  no 
appeals  from  what  God 
declares.  When  God  says,  "for 
all  have  sinned  and  fallen  short 
of  the  glory  of  God,"  there  is  no 
appeal  because  it  comes  from 
tne  supreme  judge.  His  evalua¬ 
tions  are  right  and  he  has  the 
power  to  carry  out  the  sentence 
ne  will  make. 

The  guilty  will  be  punished 
(w.  12-14).  The  punishment 
that  God  will  bring  will  be 
complete  and  all  inclusive. 
Amos  reiterates  the  reasons 
God's  judgement  will  come. 
They  have  reversed  justice  into 
poison  and  righteousness  into 
Dittemess. 

These  are  the  opposites  of 
what  God  intended.  "By  our 
own  strength  "-is  a  display  of 
their  assumption  that  they  have 


captured  areas  by  military 
might  alone.  They  gave  God  no 
credit  for  their  security. 

Because  of  Israel's  high¬ 
handed,  rebellious  attitude, 
God  is  going  to  bring  destruc¬ 
tion.  This  destruction  will  be 
widespread. 

From  Lebo  Hamath,  the 
northern  most  point  of  Israel,  to 
the  valley  of  the  Arabah,  the 
southern  most  point  of  Judah, 
their  military  might  will  be 
crushed.  Then,  maybe  then, 
they  will  turn  to  the  Lord  is  the 
unstated  hope. 

This  is  a  message  to  us  today. 
There  is  no  nation  in  the  world 
that  is  as  strong  as  America. 
There  is  no  nation  in  the  world 
that  has  the  prosperity  of 
America. 

God  is  giving  us  an  opportu¬ 
nity  with  the  message  of  Amos 
to  see  that  our  security  does  not 
depend  upon  die  material  nor 
the  military.  Real,  lasting  secu¬ 
rity  lies  in  our  relationship  with 
the  Lord! 

Simmons  is  pastor  of  Hebron 
Church,  Grenada. 


news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News 
Baptist! 


All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  i 
ping.  News  items  anchor  photogi 
can  be  published  one  time  only. 
Deadline  for 
week  prior  to  i 


Family  Bible  Study 

It  is  finished! 

John  19:1-42 


By  Kathy  Mord  Alford _ 

Why  did  Jesus  have  to  die? 
Couldn't  God  have  iust  forgiv¬ 
en  us  for  our  sins?  After  all,  he 
is  God  and  God  can  do  any¬ 
thing  he  wants. 

To  answer  these  questions, 
we  must  first  understand  two 
basic  concepts:  who  God  is  and 
who  we  are,  compared  to  him. 

Building  a  relationship  with 
God  is  the  only  way  to  discover 
who  he  is.  The  better  we  know 
him,  the  more  we  will  trust  him. 
He  reveals  certain  attributes  to 
us  to  allow  us  to  know  him  inti¬ 
mately,  but  unless  we  have  confi¬ 
dence  in  these  attributes,  we  can¬ 
not  believe  that  he  is  our  Lord. 

First  and  foremost,  we  must 
believe  that  God  is  good  and 
that  his  intentions  toward  us, 
bom  of  love,  are  good.  How  else 


Alford 


can  we  trust  him  and 
hisplans  for  us? 

Two  other  attribut¬ 
es,  his  justice  and 
mercy,  characteristics  which 
seem  to  contradict  each  other, 
explain  why  Jesus'  death  was 
necessary  for  our  salvation. 

God's  glory,  his  very 
essence,  expresses  the  perfect 
standard  by  which  we,  his  cre¬ 
ation,  are  measured.  Good, 
kind,  generous  works  boost  our 
stature,  but  they  can't  equate  us 
with  God's  perfection. 

How  many  good  deeds  qual¬ 
ify  us  to  be  good  enough? 
Comparing  ourselves  to  God 
will  always  result  in  our  falling 
short  of  his  mark.  The  shortfall 
is  called  our  sin  nature  and  it 
separates  us  from  perfect  God. 

We  sin  in  three  general  ways: 
not  measuring  up  to  God's  stan¬ 


dard  of  perfection  (miss¬ 
ing  the  mark),  rebelling 
against  God,  or  deviating 
from  his  standard. 

When  Adam  rebelled 
against  God,  sin  became 
part  of  our  human  inher¬ 
itance  and  enslaved  us  to 
Satan  whose  power  feeds 
cm  our  wrongdoing  and 
sentences  us  to  deatn. 

God's  mercy  pleaded 
forgiveness,  while  nis  justice 
demanded  retribution.  The 
apparent  dilemma  prevented 
Goa  from  favoring  one  attribute 
over  another,  for  God  cannot  be 
false  to  his  own  nature;  other¬ 
wise,  he  would  contradict  his 
attributes  of  truth  and 
immutability. 

Therefore,  to  satisfy  both  his 
justice  and  mercy,  God  set  in 
modem  a  plan  whereby  he  could 
buy  us  back  or  redeem  us  from 
Satan  and  restore  us  to  a  right 
relationship  with  him. 

God  invited  his  people  to  cut 
a  blood  covenant  with  him,  each 
pledging  to  spill  his  own  blood 
if  the  covenant  was  broken. 
Only  by  faith  and  obedience 


could  his  people  keep  the 
covenant,  ana  the  sin  that  so  eas¬ 
ily  entangled  them  took  them 
captive  time  and  time  again. 

Throughout  the  Old 
Testament,  God  painted  a  picture 
of  redemption  with  his  law, 
allowing  me  blood  of  substitu¬ 
tionary  animal  sacrifices  to  grant 
temporary  forgiveness.  The  sacri¬ 
fices  under  the  old  system  were 
repeated  again  and  again,  year 
after  year,  but  even  so,  ttvey  could 
never  save  those  who  lived 
under  the  Law.  If  they  could 
have,  one  offering  would  have 
been  enough  (Hebrews  10:lb-2a). 

Recognizing  that  mankind 
would  never  be  able  to  offer 
enough  sacrifices  to  cover  their  sin 
forever,  God  colored  the  picture 
with  his  promise  of  Messiah,  who 
would  come  to  save  his  people. 

Those  who  heard  the  promis¬ 
es  with  limited  vision  and  earth¬ 
ly  motives  expected  a  savior  to 
rescue  them  from  physical  and 
political  oppression.  After  a 
thousand  years  of  repetitious 
animal  sacrifices  and  unfaithful 
hearts,  God  told  his  prophets, 
"Stop  bringing  meaningless 


offerings.  Stop  doing  wrong  and 
learn  to  do  right." 

Yet  true  to  his  own  covenant 
faithfulness,  God  revealed  that 
he  would  make  a  new  covenant 
with  Israel,  and  that  he  would 
put  his  law  within  them,  and 
they  would  know  him,  and  he 
would  forgive  their  sin  (Jer. 
31:33, 34b). 

So  when  God's  right  time 
came,  he  sent  his  Son,  bom  of  a 
woman,  bom  under  the  Law,  to 
redeem  us  from  our  sins  once 
and  for  all  (Gal.  4:4).  Jesus,  fully 
God,  yet  fully  man,  cut  a  new 
covenant  with  his  followers  and 
offered  himself  as  the  perfect 
sacrifice  to  buy  us  back  forever 
from  sin's  death-grip. 

The  picture  God  painted  in 
the  Ola  Testament  was  only  a 
copy  of  what  was  completed  in 
the  perfect  sacrifice  of  Jesus. 

Because  he  alone  can  raise  us 
to  God's  perfect  standard,  Jesus' 
death  on  the  cross  bridges  the 
chasm  separating  sinners  from  a 
holy  God.  Jesus  is  our  standard 
as  long  as  he  is  our  Lord. 

Alford  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  McComb. 


consider  himself  a  pro-  They  can  argue  with  you  about  the  immediately  after  the  return, 
fessional  prophet  nor  scriptures  but  not  about  your  per-  God  is  not  slack  in  keeping 
was  he  the  son  of  a  serial  experience.  promises.  The  fullest  extent 

prophet.  He  was  just  an  Faithfulness  results  in  hope  this  prophecy  will  be  fulfilled 
ordinary  man  whom  (9:13-15).  To  those  in  Israel  who  later  date.  It  was  no  accident  1 

God  had  called.  were  faithful  to  God,  Amos  gave  James  quoted  Amos  in  / 

In  fact,  Amos  said  that  hope  of  better  things.  He  began  15:16-17  to  show  that  God  wa 

God  "took"  him  from  his  to  prophesy  about  an  ideal  time  work  to  fulfill  this  proph 

regular  business.  This  that  would  come  after  the  exiled  through  the  church, 
statement  has  the  idea  remnant  returned.  The  fullest  extent  of 

that  Amos  felt  compelled  Boundaries  would  be  prophecy  will  be  in  the  Kingd 
to  follow  God's  leading.  It  restored  and  prosperity  and  of  God.  We  are  told  in  Revelal 

is  hard  to  argue  with  a  per-  productivity  of  the  land  would  3:11-12  that  the  faithful  will  b 

personal  relationship  and  be  unequaled.  There  would  be  a  pillars  in  the  temple  of  God. 
rithGod.  period  of  rebuilding.  They  Hold  on!  Be  faithful  to  y 

most  effective  method  of  would  enjoy  the  blessings  that  relationship  with  God!  Sempei 

sing  is  telling  another  per-  God  had  intended,  but  the  gold-  Simmons  is  pastor  of  Hel 

lat  God  has  done  for  you.  en  age  did  not  materialize  Church,  Grenada. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Be  loyal  to  God 

Amos  7:10-17;  9:13-15 

By  Harold  Simmons  Opposition  ' 


brings 

boldness  (7:14-17). 

Amaziah  had  leveled  a 
personal  attack  on 
Amos,  but  Amos 
moved  to  answer  the  attack 
with  bold  words  that  could  not 
be  misunderstood  nor  disputed. 
Amos  gave  his  personal  testi- 
to  understand  that  God  wanted  mony.  He  stated  that  he  did  not 

them  to  return  to  him  and  be  _ 

always  faithful.  ~  < 

Opposition  to  faithfulness  ^ 

to  God  (7:10-13).  In 


Simmons 


States  Marine  Corps  is  Semper 
Fidelis  —  always  faithful.  That 
means  one  can  count  on  a  fellow 
Marine  in  every  circumstance. 

Amos,  by  his  example,  was 
trying  to  get  the  people  of  Israel 


every 

group,  there  are  people  who  are 
for  everything  and  those  who 
are  "bom  againsters"  —  who 
are  against  everything. 

Amaziah,  the  high  priest  of 
Israel,  was  against  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  Amos.  He  was  so  fiercely 
against  the  message  that  he 
misquoted  Amos  to  the  king  in 
order  to  silence  Amos.  He  took 
Amos'  words  and  twisted  them 
to  make  it  appear  as  though 
Amos  was  threatening  the  king 
right  in  his  own  sanctuary. 

The  message  of  Amos  to 
Israel  was  a  direct  threat  to 
Amaziah  and  his  elevated  posi¬ 
tion.  If  the  people  returned  to  the 
Lord,  they  would  offer  sacrifices 
only  at  the  temple  in  Jerusalem. 
Amaziah  would  lose  his  posi¬ 
tion  and  influence  because  he 
was  not  of  Levitical  lineage. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  Amaziah 
reacted  by  lashing  out  at  Amos? 
He  tried  to  discredit  Amos 
because  Amos  testified  in  a  man¬ 
ner  that  was  convincing:  "thus 
said  the  Lord." 

Amaziah  intimated  that 
Amos  was  a  "for-hire  prophet" 
by  calling  him  a  "seer"  (haza) 
not  a  prophet  (navi).  Every  pet* 
son  tpat  is  faithful  tQ  the  Lord 
can  expect  the  same  type  of 
reaction  from  others. 


How  can  a  person  call  himself  a  Christian  and  one  not  speaking  to  his  mother  or  the  If  she  continues  this  relationship,  she 
not  speak  to  his  own  mother,  as  my  friend  does ?  mother.  You  may  not  know  the  entire  will  be  isolated  from  her  own  peer  group 

story.  You  really  do  not  need  to  know.  as  they  are  not  driving  or  having  the  free 
If  I  could  answer  the  "why"  questions  all  You  can  encourage  your  friend  by  men-  doms  a  17-year-old  has.  This  mature 
the  time,  I  would  be  a  very  wealthy  man!  boning,  "I  notice  that  you  do  not  speak  to  world  feels  good  and  she  may  even  look 
Fortunately  we  don't  always  have  to  have  your  mother.  Can  you  tell  me  what  is  going  like  a  17-year-old,  but  emotionally  she  is 
answers,  because  the  God  of  the  universe  on?  How  can  I  pray  for  you  in  this  matter?  not  ready. 

understands  and  sees  to  the  depth  of  a  per-  There  must  really  be  something  between  The  1 /-year-old  is  in  a  dangerous  situa- 

son.  My  guess  is  that  your  friend  is  hurting  you  and  your  mother  for  you  not  to  want  to  tion  also,  because  he  does  not  need  the 
and  is  taking  it  out  on  his  mother.  talk  to  her."  You  do  not  have  to  fix  the  prob-  burden  of  taking  care  of  a  younger  child 

Why  mother?  Well,  why  not?  She  is  as  good  lem.  Just  listen  and  let  the  person  share  with  He  needs  an  companion  more  equal  to  hif 
as  anyone  else,  when  a  person  has  to  nave  you  what  is  going  on.  maturity  level. 

someone  to  blame  for  the  hurt  in  one's  life.  His  world  is  preparing  for  college 

Just  because  one  calls  himself  a  What  do  you  think  of  a  13-year-old  girl  dat-  work,  and  moving  into  adulthood.  Being 

Christian  does  not  erase  him  from  being  a  ing  a  17-year-old  high  school  senior?  with  a  younger  child  keeps  him  from 

sinner.  Your  friend  is  focusing  on  the  hurt  growing  up.  This  type  of  relationship  does 

in  his  life  rather  than  the  Creator  of  life.  "No  way!"  is  what  I  think  of  this  situa-  not  allow  him  the  ability  to  be  challenged 

Parents  are  by  no  means  perfect,  tion.  A  13-year-old  dating  a  17-year-old  is  by  a  person  who  can  match  his  intelTed 
Mothers  are  the  first  to  admit  that  they  not  a  goocf  situation  for  either  person.  and  physical  stature, 
make  mistakes.  However,  even  your  The  13-year-old  is  too  young  for  a  17-  I  know  there  are  a  lot  of  marriages  oul 

friend's  mother  may  not  be  the  easiest  year-old's  world,  but  our  society  is  push-  there  that  have  wide  age  discrepancies 

person  to  love  because  of  hurts  in  her  life,  ingchildren  to  grow  up  too  quickly.  but  these  usually  come  about  after  high 

We  need  to  get  to  the  point  where  we  Thirteen-year-olds  need  to  De  with  p>eo-  school  —  not  in  it. 
have  eyes  like  the  Lord,  to  look  beyond  pie  their  own  age  who  are  not  pairing  off.  Relationships  like  this  do  not  work  and 
the  actions  of  a  person  and  see  their  need.  Thirteen-year-olds  need  lightness  and  often  times  cause  much  more  hurt  than  sue 
With  so  few  details,  it  is  difficult  to  deter-  ease  in  learning  about  relationships.  So  do  cess.  Parents  should  keep  a  close  watch  or 
mine  who  has  the  bigger  problem  -*-  the  17-year-olds,  for  that  matter.  v  '  P  5  emerging  adolescents  and  their  friends. 


Marketing  to  minors 


Underage  consumers  targeted  by  alcohol  advertising 

Teenagers  with  parents  who  enforce  "I'm  not  surprised  at  all.  Girls  go 
curfews  and  monitor  their  children's  TV  through  this  tremendous  emotional  and 
and  music  habits  are  less  likely  to  use  hormonal  change  as  they  enter  the  sev- 
drugs,  says  a  report  released  on  enth  grade,"  said  Shannon  McLir.den, 

February  21  by  the  National  Center  on  an  author  on  the  subject  and  a  speaker 
Addiction  ana  Substance  Abuse.  on  teen-age  confidence. 

Teens  with  parents  who  are  "hands  "The  change  comes  at  a  time  when 
off"  and  impose  no  restrictions  on  them  being  your  own  person  and  trying  to 
are  at  four  times  the  risk  to  smoke,  stand  on  your  feet  is  really  important." 
drink,  or  use  drugs  than  teens  living  in  The  new  study  also  showed  that  for 
a  house  with  rules.  boys  and  girls,  the  top  indicator  of 

whether  youngsters  begin  drinking  or 

Source:  Holtman,  Regina  and  Cheryl  smoking,  is  whether  they  have  friends 
Wetz stein,  "Parental  control  said^^^H^^^^^who  do.  The  single  most  impor- 
to  curb  teen  drinking,  drug^^^^^^^^^^^^^^tant  factor  in  teens  smoking  or 
use."  The  Washington  Times, drinking  is  the  behavior  of 
National  Weekly  Edition,  their  five  closest  friends. 

February 

Associated 


Alcoholism  is  a  disease  that  can  start  with  die  first  drink.  Research  has  shown 

that  one  million  eighth  graders  admit  getting  drunk  and  that  - . 

one  in  nine  people  who  drink  continue  on  the  path  to  ako- 
holism.  Therefore,  of  the  one  million  eighth  graders  who  admit 
to  drinking,  111,000  of  them  have  a  good  chance  of  becoming  a 

ah  alcoholic. 

What  is  disturbing  to  me  is  how  many  people  hi4p  rtnwi  *| 

along  the  way.  Many  teens  have  parents  who  throw  drinking 


rties  in  then  homes.  These  parents  think  die 
£  their  teens  horn  harm  by  Keeping  diem  fro 
lving  but  they  are  playing  Russian  roulette 
en's  fives. 

Then  you  have  the  friendly  neighborhood  cc 


Nationally,  one  in®^l|/|C 
five  traffic  deaths  of®?  ,  V  h  7 
drivers  younger®?  ^  'f  i 

than  21  involves®#^  ^  ^ | 
alcohol,  a  numberB*  v ‘1*7  *f  _  "  ^ 
that  has  slightly®;  ‘  [ 

increased  from  1995-®Jy*|  f 

1997,  according  to  the ' ; 

National  Highway®y :  7 ‘ , ,  j 

Transportation  hafety^^^|S7|i|ill®if 

Administration.  In^T.-r .  ?  |,j 

1998,  42  percent  of  12th^®. ;  .  .  . 
graders  reported  r  i  d  i  n 

with  a  driver  who  had  been^Bjf''  ^ 
drinking  alcohol,  according  to^^^S 
the  federal  Centers  for  Disease^™ 
Control  and  Prevention. 

"People  have  to  understand  that 
alcohol  is  the  number-one  choice  of 
drugs  in  this  country,  and  it's  readily 
available,"  said  Frank  Winters,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  national  directors  of 
MADD  and  police  chief  in  Clayton, 


■  Alcohol-glamoriz¬ 
ing  TV  shows  and 
rommercials  promote 
»en  drinking  mostly 
nong  kids  who  buy 
idea  that  beer  is  a 
;t  to  happiness  and 
V  scenarios  are  realis- 
^ests  a  study  out  this 

me  goo a  news  for  parents:  They 
can  influence  adolescent  attitudes  about 
alcohol  by  expressing  their  opinions  on 
television  fare.  Youngsters  who  said 
their  parents  often  criticize  TV  program¬ 
ming  saw  less  benefit  in  alcohol  and 
were  less  likely  to  drink;  those  who  said 
their  parents  praised  shows,  characters 
or  commercials  tended  to  think  alcohol 


Gloucester  County,  New  jersey. 

was  cool,  and  they  drank  it. 

Source:  lanuary,  Brendan,  "Kids  sus¬ 
pected  of  boozing  a  swab  away  from  Source:  Elias,  Marilyn,  "Does  alcohol- 
detection."  The  Clarion  Ledger,  January  glamorizing  TV  shows  cause  teens  to 
25,  2001,  p.  3E.  drink?"  The  Clarion  Ledger,  February  10, 

2000,  p.  6E. 

Peer  pressure  appears  to  have  more 

influence  on  teen  girls  than  boys  as  they  Armed  with  new  polling  data  suggest- 
wrestle  with  the  decision  of  whether  to  ing  that  teens  are  more  likely  than  adults 
drink,  a  federal  study  found,  to  drink  sweet  fruit-flavored  alcoholic 
Confidential  surveys  were  given  to  4,200  beverages,  a  consumers  group  today 
teens  in  Maryland's  junior  nigh  schools.  urged  me  government  to  investigate  the 

marketing  of  the  popular  products. 

The  Center  for  science  in  the  Public 


taste  of  alcohol  to  make  them  easier  to 
drink,  said  George  Hacker,  the  CSPI's 
director  for  alcohol  policies,  _ 

who  asserts  that  they  are 
intended  as  bridges  to 
other  forms  of  alcohol.  F  u 
"Companies  that  9  #  i 

market  ^starter  brews'  Cg  j 
and  'alcopops'  aren't  gJr 

peddling  adult  drinks,"  \6.d|j 

Hacker  said. 


Most  teenagers  and  adults  believe 
that  the  new  drinks  are  marketed  pri¬ 
marily  to  people  under  the  age 
_  of  21. 

^Nine  in  10  teens  and  67% 
t  of  adults  think  that  the  com- 
I  panies  make  "alcopops" 
f  taste  like  lemonade  to  lure 
young  people  into  trying 
7j®  them. 

||®  Forty-one  percent  of 
IS®  teens  age  14  to  18  have 
Mpj  tried  an  "alcopop" 


II  More  than  half  of  all 
H  teens  said  the  sweetness 
W  that  disguised  the  taste 
f  of  alcohol  is  a  major  rea¬ 
son  teenagers  chose 
"alcopops"  over  beer, 
wine,  or  cocktails. 


Source:  "'Starter  Drinks1 

Consumer  Group:  Sweel 
Booze  Attracts  Teens.' 
Abcnews.com,  May  9,  2001. 


SBC  Council  on  Family  Life  sounds  alarm 


•  Enable  pastors  and  church 
leaders  to  mutually  identify 
and  affirm  key  biblical  princi¬ 
ples  for  marriage  and  family. 

In  his  president's  address, 
Merritt  insisted,  "Our  conven¬ 
tion  ought  to  be  known  as  a 


NEW  ORLEANS  (Editor's  self-inflicted,"  said  Merritt,  pas-  either  with  or  without  children 
Network)  —  Southern  Baptists  tor  of  First  Church  in  Snellville,  in  the  home  still  constitute  52% 
must  rescue  die  American  family  Ga.,  and  former  pastor  of  of  U.S.  households, 
from  die  precipice  of  peril.  Highland  Church,  Laurel.  Census  data  reveal  the 

according  to  the  first  report  from  ^Increasingly,  we  are  seeing  decline  .  is  due  in  part  to 
a  task  force  created  to  do  just  that  fathers  abdicate  the  throne  of  Americans  living  longer,  with 
The  Southern  Baptist  Council  authority  by  allowing  children  more  widows  and  widowers 
chi  Family  Life  presented  guide-  execute  a 

lint's  for  developing  a  family-sav-  bloodless  coup  of 
ing  strategy  and  creating  '’Great  the  home,"  he  ftpy^  mrnmmmm  ^ 

Commission  Families"  during  its  claimed.  "Go  to  ft 

report  to  the  Southern  Baptist  any  mall  in  ft  ••  . . u  ^ 

Convention  (SBC)  June  12.  America,  and  youft  ^  -  gg/  ^  M 

The  next  day,  the  convention  will  see  kids  wan- 

approved  a  resolution  calling  dering  aimlessly  c 

for  "covenant  marriages,"  a  like  rudderless 

step  also  designed  to  strengthen  ships  with  colored  «g  __J^5l^sS55iii» 

the  family.  hair;  Mohawk  By  /’v;*  .  - ,  « 

Peril  facing  the  family  punc-  haircuts;  rings  ■ 
tuated  several  presentations  coming  out  of 

during  the  SBC  meeting  in  New  noses,  lips,  eye-  *■  '  m 

Orleans.  lids,  and  belly  V  *,  1  4 

"We  believe  it  is  time  for  us  to  buttons,  and  you  s  rj, 

decide  as  a  convention  that  wonder,  'Where  is  ^  ‘  , 

we're  going  to  stand  for  the  fam-  Dad?'  *!:iii!Sli5 

ilies  in  America,"  stressed  Tom  "No  wonder  " 

Elliff,  a  former  SBC  president,  the  inmates  are  1  ^*JNl!!i!!!SS!!i!!!52S!ISS!!l 

pastor  of  First  Southern  Baptist  running  the  asy-  \  yLlfyk - 

Church  in  Del  City,  Okla.,  and  lum  and  the  mon-  \  -UsalivaA* 

chairman  of  the  family  council.  keys  are  running  L 

The  council  cited  a  litany  of  the  zoo."  *  "  *  1  1 ^ 

American  family  woes:  SBC  Executive  WILLIAM  CAREY  COLLEGE  AT  SBC  —  Gregory  Champagne  (left),  pastor  of  First 

•  One  million  children  a  Committee  Church,  Brooksville,  Fla.,  chats  with  Michael  Chute,  chairman  of  the  department  of 
year  see  their  parents  divorce.  President  Morris  theater  and  communications  at  William  Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg,  beside  the 

•  Thirty-five  percent  of  our  Chapman,  who  school's  exhibit  at  the  2001  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
nation's  children  live  apart  proposed  the  fami-  (SBC)  in  New  Orleans.  Chute  is  the  former  editor  of  the  Baptist  Witness,  the 
from  their  biological  fathers.  Iy  emphasis  a  year  newsjournal  of  the  Florida  Baptist  Convention.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

•  In  the  last  40  years,  preg-  ago,  also  decried 

nancies  out  of  wedlock  nave  the  decline  of  file  family.  alive  than  ever  before,  as  well  family-friendly  convention 

increased  600%.  "For  file  first  time  ever,  mar-  as  Americans  as  a  whole  wait-  and  as  a  convention  that 

•  In  less  than  40  years,  ried  couples  with  children  ing  until  later  in  life  to  get  mar-  unapologetically  stands  for 

cohabitation  by  unmarried  cou-  make  up  less  than  25%  of  the  tied  and  have  children.  marriage  between  a  man  and  a 

?les  has  increased  almost  America  population,"  In  taking  on  the  task  of  sav-  woman,  period." 

,000%.  Chapman  said,  citing  data  from  ing  America's  families,  the  •  Emphasize  our  desire  to 

•  Fifty  percent  of  children  the  2000  U.S.  Census.  "It's  our  Council  on  Family  Life  will  not  provide  an  authentic  ministry 
who  do  not  live  with  their  prayer  and  hope  we'll  be  able  to  reproduce  work  of  SBC  agen-  to  those  whose  lives  and  fami- 
fathers  have...  never  stepped  save  the  families  of  America."  cies.  Chapman  noted.  The  lies  have  been  fractured  and 
foot  in  their  father's  home.  The  Census  data  Chapman  council  "has  been  formed  to  ravaged  by  the  adversary; 

In  his  SBC  president's  address,  referenced  shows  23.5%  of  U.S.  sound  the  alarm  that  the  tradi-  seek  to  provide  ...  compas- 
James  Merritt  also  emphasized  households  are  comprised  of  tional  Judeo-Christian  values  of  sionate  restoration  and 
file  decline  of  families.  married  couples  with  children  the  family  are  under  assault."  encouragement  typified  by 

"There  is  an  assault  on  the  in  the  home.  That  reflects  a  The  council's  interim  report  our  Savior,  made  possible  by 
family  today  that  is  unparal-  decline  of  about  two  percent  in  to  the  convention  outlined  five  the  grace  of  God  and  consis- 
leled  in  the  history  of  the  human  the  decade  of  the  1990s.  guidelines  to  structure  its  tent  with  the  clearly  stated 
race,  and  much  of  file  damage  is  However,  married  couples  work  as  it  develops  long-term  principles  of  the  Scripture. 

strategies.  The  status  of  marriage  and 

M  The  coun-  related  issues  also  was  on  the 

!?•,  •  Vil".  5  •  ";JfB  oil  noted  a  minds  of  messengers  to  the 

|l  ‘  /  t  t  '  t  t  '}■  .fj  y ,1,  ’/  /  /  ?%ft  family-saving  convention. 

||T  ■  «  1  *  **  ’  <  ’  i.  I'  T  ‘  ••‘ft  strategy  must:  Six  items  presented  as 

^  '  t  ,  •  Draw  motions  or  resolutions  from 

;  ;  i  ,  ,  ;  .-ft  together  both  the  floor  addressed  the  grow- 

j  ft  ou r  resources  ing  acceptance  of  homosexu¬ 
al*  ‘  7  ’  (t  7  ‘  ‘  ' .  ft  and  our  peo-  ality  in  America,  with  one 

*’  '  *  ’  '  *  '  ‘  ft  pie  with  the  calling  on  President  George 

wljf  1  ‘  ’t]  ‘  •  ;t  t  ’  1  t  ’  (  f|  goal  of  elevat  W.  Bush  to  declare  June 

%f  ,  .  .  ,  '  ,  ,  '  '  ....  ..  ,  mg  our  fami-  Heterosexual  Family  Pride 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(7  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(7  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1999 


NDT  VCLML  LNST, 


LWYCPWTZ  ANHA  HWM 


RACT  YC;  BWG  S  FCGRC 


SIC  HANH  ISGHMC  SL 


QWDC  WMH  WB  YC. 
EMUC  CSQAH:  BWGHZ-LSJ 


Clue:  B  =  F 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  John  Seven:  Seven. 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE  AT  SBC  —  Gary  Richardson  (left),  pastor  of  North  Oxford  convention.  "Fan 
Church,  Oxford,  and  former  president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  vis-  •  Assist  be  resci 
its  the  Mississippi  College  (MC)  exhibit  at  the  2001  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  development  hope  s 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  in  New  Orleans.  Staffing  the  exhibit  were  (from  left  after  of  strong  think 
Richardson)  Lance  Clay,  MC  alumni  director;  Danny  Rutland,  MC  vice-president  for  Great  Com-  said,"b 
advancement;  Bo  Roberts,  MC  interim  president;  and  Justin  Jackson,  MC  admissions  mission^.,  we're  f 
counselor.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.)  families.  about  i 


